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AN EXPOS]1- 


TION OF CHAPITERS EX. 
hortatiue, ſet forth in Greeke vvithoute 
meditatiõ, by Agapetus, Piniſter of the moſt 
holy and greate Churche of God: and nowe 


tranllated moſte truelp out of Sreeke ints 


Englich, bp James Whit Sco⸗ 
tichman as, the learned in 
both the tongues map 
caũlp ludge. 


| 


| PRINTED AT LONDON BY | 


Richarde Serll, dvvellinge in Fleete Lane 
at the ſigne of the halfe Egle and the Key 
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Grace Wm (30d he | 


Father, the Sonne and the holy 


boote. be to the Qucene of 


Scotlande. 


Haue been oftentimes deuy- 
” MM nge vvyth my felfe ( mbite 
19 Wee beſt vtter my good 
2:1 vvy Il vnto Your noble Gible, 
according to my bounden ductie.I haue cõ- 

cluded and thought it beſt, to dedicate thys 
litle booke to your Maicſtie, inthe vvhyche 
the office ofa Prince is bnefly ſet forth, not 


onely tovvards God his ſuperioure: but al- 


ſo tovvards his Subiectes, ſheepe vnder hys 
cure, a matter very proper and conueniẽt for 
your moſt Roy all Perſon: not bicauſe your 
Heghnes knovveth not the ſame all redye, 


but bycauſe it maie put your Maieſtie in re- 


membraunce of that ye knovve. Hoyve can 


there be any thynge vvorthy of knovvledge 


that is vnknovvẽ to your moſt noble Grace: 
being ſo vvell learned your ſelfe, and ſerued 
vrith moſte learned, I onorable, vviſe, pru- 
Ai dent 
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ieſtie mult needs ſee, not only vvyth the cies 
of your moſte beautiful body, but alſo yvith 
the cies of your moſt godli minde: accordi ng 
to Plato > fayir inge in Phædro. __ Ain)agp 
despite si lg TH )eXpaTh that 15, 
the learned ſec yvith Wee the lear- 
ning of the Scriptures in deede, maketh the 
eies of the ſoule to ſee perfectly: as vvitneſ- 
ſech the Prophet. 119. Chapter. Thy vvord is 
Là Lanterne vnto my feet, & a light vnto my 
pathes, to vvalke & liue, therfore moſte gra- 
cious Queene,in the feare of the Lord, is ne- 


ceſary the hering & reading of Gods vvord. 


by the vyhich — giueth The holy ſpirit, vnto 
all thoſe vvhich in faithfeare him and kepe 
his commaundements: for the true ſeruinge 
of God, is the obſeruing of his ſtatuts: vvhoſe 
ſtatutes, lavves & vvyl can not be knovven, 
vvithout the light of his vvorde accordynge 
to Matthevv. the 22. Chapt. Yeprc not kno- 
vving the Scriptures \k nove then moſt gra- 

cious ; Soucreigne the ſacred Scriptures * 

Teſtament of Chriſte oure ſauioure: In the 
which * 1 to your Maieſtie a por- 


tion 
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dent & Godly -Conneellers ſo that your Ma 
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"THE'EPIST LE, 
tion moſt precious : aſtel thys temporal 
a kingdome euerlaſt ing: vvhich your Grace 
muſt obteine & poſſeſſe by onely faith ge. 
uinge to the promyſe of the Lorde. V V hat 
s the promiſe?mercie promiſed: to vvhome? 
to all tliat haue truſte & confidence to be ſa- 


ued through his mercie:and that Chriſt our 


Sauiour is a true promiſer, and vvill accom- 


pliſlie his promiſe to all thoſe vvhiche ſted- 


faſtly beleue to be ſaued freely by him vvith 
out reſpecte of any other thing. For the ho- 
lyeſt that euer vvas, is, or ſhalbe, is by Gods 
lavve iuſtly condemned, and throughe hys 
mercy onely ſaued, according to Paule.the.z 
to the Roma ines. Omnes enim peccaue- 
runt, ac deſtituuntur gloria ci. All haue 
ſinned, and haue neede of the glory & mer- 
cy of God. That your Maieſtie, after thys 
worldly kingdome long happely gouerned, 
maie reigne eternally through his promiſed 
mercie obteined by faith: I vvill vyhile lyfe 
maye laſte, continually praye. 


Your Maieſties ſeruantTames 
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and deuout Iuſtinian our Emperour, 
Agapetus the ſmaleſt 


HOVV EST aperour ha- 


2 ung honoure karre abone all 
\ honours, honoreft aboue all 
/ God,whiche tudged the wozs 
1 thy the ſame , becaule to the 
= ſtmilitude of the heauenlye 
W eme be hath genen thee, the @cepter of 
{the earthly Empire: that thou maiſte teache 
men the keepinge of iuſtice, and puniſhe the 
barking of thoſe, whiche rage againſt it, thou 
thyTelfe being ruled by thy owne lawes, and 
rulinge thy Subſectes by theim. . 
2 The circumſpec vnderſtanding x minde 
of the Emperour, Watcheth alwaics as a 
Maiſter of a ſhip, holding faft the rother of tus 
Tice, dꝛiuing away manfully the Waues of 
pertialitie: that the Boate of the beautifull 
Common weale be not bzoken with ſtoꝛmes 
Di ciniquitte. | 
'3 Dye leſſon is godly , and firſt we moztall 
_ mes be taught »eche one to knowe —.— 
— — — — ist elle 
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An Expoſition ' 
ſhall know God: who truely knoweth God: 
will bee like to God: he ſhall verily be lyke to 
God, whiche is made woꝛthy of Sod: hee is 
made wozthy in dede of God, which doth no⸗ 
thing bnwozthyp of God: but thinketh truelp 
that appertaineth to him, ſpcaketh that he 
thinketh and doth in deede that he ſpeaketh. 
4 Let no man here bꝛagge the nobilitie of 
bis pꝛogenitoꝛs, becauſe all haue earth the 
kozekathet of their kinred ; aſwell thei which 
triumphe in purple and ſilke,as thei that bee 
oppzelſſed with pouertte and ücknes: bothe 
thei which be adozned with crowwnes , they 
that watche the chambers. Let vs therefoze, 
not be glozious in our earthly kinred , but in 
gentlenes 4 godly manners ſeeke we pꝛayſe. 
5 Knowe thou © dininely framed example 
of godlines, that the moꝛe benefites Cod ind- 
geth the wozthy,the moꝛe art thon bounde tg 2 
giue him thankes : render therefoze to God 
which is liberal, the duetp of thankes giuing: 
uhicb actepteth duetietz a benſlite, retom⸗- 
penteth thy good farhe with many, fo: he al⸗ 
waies pꝛeuenteth and firſt apdeth thec wyth 
his benekites, beſtowinge his grace and free 
giftes,as a duetie vpon thee, renderpnge ok 
thankes therkoꝛe requireth he of vs, not ſuch, 
as e the vttering of good wozdes,but by of 


An Expoſition 


chewing of godly deedes,is perfozmed.. 
5 Nothinge maketh ſo muche a man good £ 

honeſt, as to be hable to do truely all that hee 

willeth: bothe to will foꝛſoth, and to do that 

is humaine and gentle, becauſe therefoze po» |} 

wer is giuen to thee of God, the whiche thy 
good wyll, foz vs, did neede. u ill all, and do 

all, as pleaſeth him which bath gluen to thee 
the ſame power. 

7 The vndtable riches ot earthly goods and 
landes, be like the tide and runninge ok the 
Maues in waters, bicauſe fo2 a while they 
flows to thoſe whiche thynke to haue theim, 
but ſhoꝛtlp after, thet ebing againe, go awap 
to others. Oncly the thzeaſure of well doing 
is ſtable ,andſtedfaT to the poſſeſſozs of it: 

fo: the thankes of good wozkes retourne to 
the doers. 
3 No man Uerilp may tome to thee, fo2 the 
bighnes and crcellencte of thy Empire here 
bcloue: the needp and pooze may eaſily come 
to thee, fo! the fozce and puiſaunce of thy po- 
wer aboue , thou openeſt thy eares to thoſe 
whiche are beſieged with pouertie, that thou 
map finde the eare of God opened to the lpke 
as we be to o ite fellowes and tompagnions 
in ſeruice, ſuche ſhall we fynde the 18 to⸗ 

wardes vs. 
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of Chapters. 


The carcful minde of the E mperonr and 
inge moſte lyke a lockinge glafſe bewyped 
and made cleane, that it may alwaies ſtyne 
wyth godly beam cs: and from thence learne 


the p2eciſe iudgmẽt of matters, nothing ma- 
keth ſo much to ſce that is needfull and neceſl⸗ 


— as the ketpinge of it alwates withoute 
10 às it tommeth to paſſe emong Saiclo2s, 
when a Parino: doth erre, he b:ingethſmale 
harme to thoſe whyche ſaile with hym, but 
when the rother Paiſtcr himſelfe offendeth, 
he leaſeth the whole ſhip. E ven ſo,if any ſubs 
ied ina Citie oz Realme committeth a fault, 
he hurteth not ſo much the Publique UWeale 


as bymſelfe: But if the Paince infuricth he 


ouerthzoweth the whole Common Weale, 
Let him therefo2e, as one which muſt render 
no {male reckninge, if he neglectc any thinge 
that ought to be done: with exquiſit diligence 
bothe ſay and do all thinges. 

n Acertaine circle of wo2ldly affaires run- 
neth rounde in compaſſe, carrpinge them hf- 
ther thither,and about. Alſo in them is vne⸗ 


gualitie, bicauſe none of the thynges pꝛeſent 
remaine in their ſclfe ſame ſtate, Therefoze 


mult thou O moſte mighty Emperour kepe 
* 2 and godly me aningipthistumb tumb⸗ 
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TE” _HfClaptas. 
tumblinge chawnge chaungeok hinges n- 


chaungeable, : 
12 — t diſdaine the deteiptkul woꝛds 
of flatterers , as the greedy manners of Ras 


uens: the one diggeth out the eies of the be⸗ 
dy, the other maketh dull and blunteth the 
vnderſtanding + ſenſes dk the ſoule, not ſuffe⸗ 
ringe to conſider and ſet the truth of thinges. 
Fon either thei pꝛaiſe, when the thing is wo2- 
thp ok robuke:oꝛ oftentimes thet diſcommen- 
ded, that is aboue all commendation, MU her 
thei offend in one of theſe twaine , either the 
euill thet pꝛaiſe, o: good, diſpꝛaiſe. 
3 The minde of the Emperour muſte al- 
wales be cqual and moderat, foꝛ to be chaun⸗ 
ged with the chaunge of thinges, is the ſure 
ſegne of an vntonſtant minde. To ſticke ſted⸗ 
kaſtlp in good thinges, with the which conſtã⸗ 
ty your godly Empire is made ſtrõg, neither 
with wants pꝛid to be crtolled, neither with 
ſadnes diſcouraged, is an cuident argument 
of conſtant men, hauing their minds ſtable. 
14 Planp man hath his minde and vnder⸗ 
ſtanding cleane ofthe fraude of man, 4 ſceth 
the vilenes of his owne nature, the ſyo2tnes 
and lodaine periſhing of this pꝛeſent life, alſo 
the vncleanes coupled to the fleſh, he wil not 
fall into the daungerous place ot pꝛide: al- 
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An Expoſition 


although he be in highe honoz andauthozity, 
15 Aboue all the noble and extellent things 
ofa Realme, the Crowne of godlines garni⸗ 
ſheth + beutificth a Ange: riches vaniſheth 
away, the pzaiſe of the pcople and glozp paſſe 
ouer, but the fame of godly gouerning is cõ⸗ 
tinued and pꝛolonged to the woꝛlde immoz⸗ 
tall, and maketh her poſſc\ſozs ſtande ſill bes 
ponde foꝛgetfulnes. 
16 It ſee meth to me molt inconnenient and 
againſt all reaſon , that the riche + pooze men 
of vnlike, ſufferlike hurte and damage, the 
one burſteth with kulnes, the other perttheth 


with honger: ſome poſſcſſe the boundes and 


endes of the wozlde, others haue not wheron 
to ſet their ſoles of their feete. That therfoꝛe 
bothe map obtaine health, thou muſte by ta⸗ 
king awap r geuing , heale them bothe. Alſo 
thou mult redute and tranſferre to equalite, 

the bnequalitle, 5 
17 In our daies is chowen the time ot a pꝛo⸗ 
ſperous and good lite, which ſome ot the aun⸗ 
ciauntes did pꝛognoſticat, ſhoulde come to 
paſſe ; when either Philoſophers ſhalbe kyn⸗ 
ges, oz Kynges Philoſophers, Foz aſwell 
vſing Philoſophit ye be iudged wozthye and 
apte foza Kealme, as, when reigning, pe foz- 
: fake not Þ dhiloſor bie, it the oa of 8 
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3 An expoſition 
wiſedome is the feare of God: which in pour 


bzeaſte al wales pou haue. It is euſdent how 
true it (7 that J haue (poker, 


an Emperonc becauſe thou art hable to rule 


_ banquiſh and bzidle thy voluptuous and car- 


nall affections : whiche arte aſwcll garniſhed 


with the Crowne of temperace,as apparap⸗ 
led with the purple robe of tuſtice. Foz other 
kinde of power hathe death to ſucteſlion: but 
ſuche a kingdome keepeth and polleſſeth an 
{mmoztall perpetuitic other manner of au- 
thoꝛitie is reſolued and made of none cffccte 


in this age, but this is deliuered of the puniſh 


ment perpetuall. 


1$ Pf thou wilt take the kruite or honoure 
fromall men, be thou a cõ mon freind x good 


doer to al men, Fozſoth nothing getteth good 


will ſo muche, as the gift of a good tourne, be 
ſtowed vpon thoſe whichs haue neede, the re- 
nerence done foꝛ fearc is colozed flatterpe, de⸗ 


ce{aing with the little ol keined honour, thoſe 


whlche truſte to it. 

20 With good reaſon pour Empire is to 

be reuerenced and eftemed,becauſe it ſhew⸗ 
h to the enemies the power, but to the ſub⸗ 

es it rendꝛeth humanitie and gẽtlenes: it 


42S? 


ey . © Wn" 


hangutheth thcym with ids on 60 umts. 
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lone and charitie, Bowe ED diſtance i is 


muche difference pour Empire tudgeth bes 

twene the one and the other. 5 

21 In the ſubſtaunce of his bodp the kynge 

| reſembleth all men, but in the power of his 

dignitie and honoz he is like to god aboue all: 
foz he hath none in earth higher then himſelf 


he muſfe therfoꝛe as God not be angrie, nei⸗ j 


ther as a moꝛtal men be pꝛoude t arrogant. 
Foz although he is honoꝛed, as the pmage 


of God, whome he repzeſenteth. Vet not⸗ 
withſtanding he is framed 4 mide of carthly 


duſt, by the whiche he is taught the equali⸗ 
tie, wherin he is like to all men, 

22 Accept and appꝛoue thoſe whiche wyll 
councell good thinges , but not thoſe whiche 
wyll ſtudie to flatter alwapes. The one in 
verp truth conſidereth that becometh and is 
neceſſarie, thothcr fozeſeeth the thinges 
wyhiche pleaſe the mightie and puiſaunt : fo- 
lowynge the ſhadowes of bodies, they con- 
| ſent to all that they ſpeake. 


Be ſache towardes thy ſernauntcs as 


thou wiſheſt the Loꝛde to be to thee, foz as 
we heare, we (haib* hard, and es we regard 
and ſee, we ſhalbe regarded and ſeen of the 
vilage of God lokyng; vpon all, Let vs ther⸗ 
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there betwene a wilde beaſt and a ſhepe, ſo- 
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fo:c firſtc geut mercie , foꝛ mercie, that we 
mape recepue the like fo2 like, 
24 As lookinge glaſſcs exade and pcrfece | 
che we ſuch phiſtonomie of the viſages,as the 
puncipal example and Patton: of the mem, 
koꝛſoth merßß: but ol the (ad , truelye ſad, 
Euen ſo, the iuſt indgement of God is made 
like to our doinges: ſuche as our weakes be, 
ſuche he geueth to vs, requittings bs wyth 
the like. 
25 Conſult the thinges whiche thou muſt 
doe flowlpe, execute and finiſh whiche thou 
haſte determined diligentlpe: becauſe has 
tines and negligence in matters: be daun⸗ 
gerous. Pf any man will conſider in his 
minde the miſchiekes comminge thꝛoughe \ 
lacke of conſultation, then ſhal he well know | 
the tommodities of good Councel, as after 
therperience and poofe of ſicknes, thep ſhall 
kele better the pleaſauntnes and good gyfte 
of health. Thou muſt therfoze © moſte diſ⸗ 
cret and pꝛudent Paince : with bery wittye 
Councel and feruent pꝛapers ſearch out dili⸗ 
gentlye the thynges whiche wilbe pzofitable 
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| 26 bon halte beſt rule thy noble and ex⸗ 
12 telẽt Realme, ił thou ſtudie to ſee x all ſuffer 
| not to ouerſee , and neglec any thynge, It 
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is not fozfoth (male in thee, which appcareth 
ſmale in compariſon of thy ſubleges: alitle 
wo2deofthe Kynge hath greate cficacic and 
power emongeſt all. 

HS Jnioigne to thy ſelfea neceſſitie to kepe 
the lawes, ſeinge there is none in earth hath 


power to conſirapne thee : ſo ſhalt thou Chew 5/ 
the reuerence of the lawes thy ſelfe, in reue⸗ 
d | renſinge theim befoꝛe others: and it ſhalbe 

manifeſte to the Subteccs , that the tranſ⸗ 
greſſion of the lawes is not withoute daun⸗ 
Js 


ger, 

28 Looffend and not pꝛohibet thoſe which 
offende ludge theym to belpke cuell: foz if 
any man dwellynge in a Towne line after 
| the lawe, and beare wyth theym which liug 
D | againſt thelawe,he is judged a compagnyon 
rand helper ot the wicked. Pf thou wilte be 
ll] allowed and pꝛapſed two maner of wayes, 
regarde both the wel doers , and rebucks 
(-| theimthatdoe eucl. 

'e| 25 J thynkeit very pꝛokitable to flee the 
l-| edpany ofcuell doers,fo2 he that is alwayes 
le withenuel men, muſte ncdes eyther ſuffer oz 
learne ſome euell thyng. But he that lpucth 
wyth good men, epther learneth a folowing 


ok good thynges, 0; the AIMEE (Ks. of bys 
vices, 
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An Expoſition 
z> C6ſidering,God hath deliuered in truſt 
to thee,the kyngdome of the wozld,vſe none 
of the wicked to the ſcrutce of the affaires 
thereof; foz what wꝛonges they doe, he ſhall 
rendze actompt of thepm to god, who hath 
geuen to thepm the power to offend. Let 
therefoze the promotion of Pagiſtrates be 
done with great diligence and inquilition. 
Jt J thincke it an equall euel to be angre 
with the hepnous offences of the ennemies, 
and to be entreated with the flatterie of 
kreindes. Foꝛ both muſte be reſiſted gently; 
neuer Departing from comlines nepther re- 
- nenginge the vnreaſonable euel wyll of the 
bvdne, neyther regarding the feigned good wil 
de the other. 
32 Eſteme thoſe to be the trueſt freindes, 
not whiche pꝛaiſe all thinges that thow ſpea⸗ 
keſt, but thoſe which ſtudie to doe all thinges 
with a iuſte iudgement: reiopſpnge when 
thou ſpeakeſt oꝛ doeſt any thyng well and 
ſozte, when thou doeſt the contrary. Theſe 
koꝛſoth lhewe in perp dede the token of all 
-dbevipt.. ak Be Ait. 
3 Let not the greatnes of this earthly po⸗ 
wer chaunge thy valiant and courageous 
minde, but es ruunge adomtnion bzuckle 


and leg to eee tbe vnderſtariding 
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of Chapters. 
table, in theſe matters bnſtable: neither 
with muche gladnes exalted ,neytyer wyth 
ſadnes diſcouraged, 

As gold is wꝛougbt, although rein etims 
de thts kachton, and ſomtime of that faſhion, 
and is tranſfozmed by arte to diucrsſhewes 
ofſetting furth 4 beautifieng! pet not wpth- 
ſtandpng, it remapneth the ſeife ſame thyng 

that it is, and ſuſfereth not his nature to be 

chaunged. So thou moſt famous Emperoꝛ: 

albeit thou haſt obtapned gouernauncc after 
gouernaunce, and is come to the higheſt ho- 
no2: thou remapneſt the ſame ma in thinges 
that be not the ſame, hauing in tby office thy 
 mpnde bnchaungeable, ' 
| 35 Thincke then thou reigneſt ſurelp and 
without peril, when theu reigneſt ouer wen 
that be willinge: fo2 that thynge that is ſubs 
dued againf{ the will, Coweth ful of ſedition 
when opoztunitte ſerueth. That thyng that 
is ruled wyth the bandes of good wyll ke⸗ 
peth ſtedfaſt obedience to the ruler. 
36 That thou mape make the power of thy 


Empire famous and cuerlaſting:how much ö 


anger thou haſt againſt thy Sublectes offen⸗ 
dyng, iudge that thou muſte haue ſomuche 
anger againſt thy ſelte, if thou doeſt offende. 
Foz noman is Jaye clo, correct the, being in 
J. 
1 BD on = 


* 
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S An Expoliton 

ſo great auctoritie: but thy . reaſon mo- | 

4 ned d of thy lelke, that offendeſt, 

37 4 that hath greate auctozitie , let hym 

to the vttermoſt of his power folowe the ge- 

Ih ner of the ſame t if therkoꝛe he beare the 

IS image of Cod in al thinges,and by hpm pol- 

| feeth the dominion ok all: verelpe in this 

F pointe he (hall moſte followe God, in iudge⸗ 

1 ng notheng moꝛe pꝛeclous then mertie. 
? 


33 Let vs lape vp to our ſelfe , in treaſure 
aboue gold and precious ones the riches of 
well doinge, and liberalitie, in helping thoſe 
that neede: whiche reiopceth vs heare wyth 
hope of the fruition that halbe, and bzin- 
4 geth a ſwetnes to vs in the lifeto tome: bs 
1 pꝛoofe x taſte of the bleſſednes longe looked 

ö fo2, Let not theſe thinges whiche nowe aps 


# 


pcare about vs, as nothyng perternynge to 
vs, to muche delite vs. 
33 Studie to rewarde wyth goodly gyftes 
thoſe whyche willynglye doe that pe tom⸗ 
maunde, foz by thys meane, thou ſhalte en- 
create the good wyll of the good, and. teache 
the wicked to foꝛget their wyckednes. Jt is 
to muche truclye oute ot reaſon, to thyncke 
thoſe wo2thy of the ſame giftes , whiche doe 
not the ſame. 
40 Reigning (s a molt n thyng, but 
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of Chapters. 
then moſte of all it is of that ſoꝛte: when he 
whiche poſſeſſeth the power is not incitned 
to ſelfe loue, and pꝛide:but regardeth mekes 
nes t equitie, abhozryng rigoꝛ and crueltpe, 
as beaſtly:ſhewynge humanttie, as a thinge 
reſemblpng God, 


41 Seue tudgement equally to freſndes & 


foes , neither pleaſurpnge good willers fo2 
good will, neither reſiſtynge euel willers foz 


ennimitpe and hatred: faz the abſurditpe is 


lyke, to iuſtiſie the vninſt, although he be a 
freind ; and to iniurie the iuſt, althoughc he 


be anennemy: truely the vice is lyke in both, 


albeit it is founde in contrarps. 

42 Judges of matters muft geue good eare 

wyth a ſtedfaſte mynde, In verre dede the 

kinding aut of the tuſt right,ts hard to be pers 
tepued, and eaſelp eſcapeth thoſe which? take 

not good hede. Fo2 if thep leaupng the craf- 

tie eloquente of Oꝛatours and Lawiers, not 


regardynge the lykenes and reſemblance ok 


the trueth in thynges that be ſpoken, enter 
into the depnes ofthe purpoſe. Do — they 
dꝛawe out that they ſcke, and eſche 


neſtie, nepther ſuffering others to do t. 
43 Althoughe thon poſſeſſe good wozkes 
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An Fxpoſ tion 


tava nat onercome the goodness of OD. 
W hatſocuer anp man ſhal offer to God , he 
oſtereth but that is his owne, end as noman 
can pace ouer his oinne ſhadobwe in tho 
Sunne, whiche pꝛeuenteth hym, olbett he 
tome neuer ſoſwiftlp to ſt: So no men ſhal⸗ 
be hable to excede wpth good wozkes the in⸗ 


ulncible goodnes of God. 


44 The riches ok liberalitie and wel doing 
tan not be ſpent, foꝛ in geupng they be got⸗ 
ten, and in ſcatterpng abꝛod they be gathe⸗ 
red. Hauyng this riches in thy mynde moll 
liberal Emperour, geue liberally to all that 


alke from thee: foz thou ſhalte haue infinit 


recompence fo2 theym , when the tyme of re⸗ 
quittyng t rend2ing of good weꝛkes cometh, 


45 Obteynyng the kyngdome by the wpll 


and pleaſure of God, folowe hym in good 
woꝛkes: becauſe thou art bone in the num⸗ 
bꝛe of thoſe whiche be balls to doe good, 
and not of theſe, whych haue neede of helpe. 
Foꝛ the pꝛouiſion and ſtoꝛe of the aboun⸗ 
dance of riches hath no ſtoppe to benefit tge 
pooze, 


46 As the eye is framed and naturallye 
placed in the body, ſo a ipng is pzeparedand | 


made fit foꝛ the woꝛlde: Geuen of god foz 


, beipenge and wozkenge of thoſe thynges j 
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welcbe be expedient and pꝛokitable. He mull 
therfoꝛꝛ pꝛouide foꝛ all men, as fo2 his owiſe 
pꝛoper members, that they mapc p:ofit in 
good tdynges, and be not hurte wpth euell. 
47 Judge the ſureit ſalfegard of thy halth 
to conſiſt in hurtpnge none of thy Subicaes 
at any time. He that hurteth none, ſuſpegeth 
and feareth none: I the iniur ing of one ma⸗ 
keth the ſalfc: To benefit and doc r 
ketz thee a great deale moꝛe ſalte: foꝛ it ge⸗ 
ueth ſalftie,and doth not fozſakc *. 
48 Be thou moſt godly Emperoꝛ fcared ok 
typ Sublectes fo2 the pzeheminence of thy 
3 and loued fo: the geuynge of bene⸗ 
fptes: eytger deſpiſpnge the feare foꝛ the 
loue, neither neglecting the loue foꝛ rye feare 
but haupnge humanitie and gentle maners 
with out deſpiſpng. and ſeucre gratuitic del⸗ 
piſed ol manp. 
49 That thpnaes thou vzeſcribeſt to thy 
Subiectes by reaſonable woꝛdes, as alawe, 
| thoupzeuentpng haſt done the ſame in dede; 
that a good and honeſt lyfe maye be agrea⸗ 
ble to the wozdes, wyth the whyche thou 
perſuadeſt: fo2 ſo ſhall they afferme and pꝛo⸗ 
nounce the Empire to be commendable , if 
thou reaſoneſt not without wozkinge, and 


—  wozkeſt not NG reaſon, 
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1 An Expoſition 

0 Lone moze, moſte famous Emperour, 
theym which requeſt toreceyue giftes from 
thee , then thoſe whiche ſtudie to offre thee 
| pzeſentes: Foz thou art bounde to requite 
the one ſozte, but the other maketh God the 
debto2 , clapminge and chalengynge all the 
1 thynges donne to the ſame ſuppliantes to 
1 pertaine to hymſelfe, rewardyng with good 
1 recompences thy godly and gentle mynde. 
= 51 The wo:ke fozfoth of the ſonne is to 
1 | lighten the woꝛlde with his beames, but the 


3 
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vertue ofa Pꝛince is to haue pitie of the poze, 
The godly Emperour trucly is moꝛe hono⸗ 
rable then the ſelke Bonne, oz he geueth 
place to the nighte folowynge; but the ver⸗ 
tuous Pꝛince geueth no plate to the roberie 
and trtoꝛtion of wicked men: but wyth the 
light of tructh rebuketh the ſecretes of ini⸗ 

. quitie, 
[1 "$2 Lhe Empire verelpe hath beautifyed. 
f The Emperours whiche were befoze thee: 
4 but thou molt mighty Emperour hath made 
; it moꝛe famous, meaſurpnge the burthen of 
the power with gentlenes, and ouercoming 
wyth goodnes the feare ol thoſe whiche come | 
to thee: wherfoze all they which haue needs | 
of pitle and compalſion enter into the hauen 
ol thy calmenes 3 and beinge dcliveredfrom 
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the wanes of pauertpe, ſend often to the 
hymnes of thankes geuyng. 
5 Howe mucbe thou excelleſt all men in 
power, endeuoꝛ thy ſclie alio to ſhyne ſomuch = 
bekoꝛe other in wozkes, Thincke truciy that 
the wozkpng of good and honeſt thinges, is 
looked foꝛ, aunſweringe in pꝛepozuion to the 
greatnes of thy pamer:that tgou | wap be ite 
bliched of God, as it were bp a Trumpetoꝛ: , 
The victoꝛious conquerour, to haue gotten 
in yoTeiTion not onelp the Crowne of the in⸗ 
uincible Empire, but alſo the Crowne of 
well doing to the pooze. 
54 Conſidze well, are thoa commaundeſt, 
| what thynges thou wylleſt to be done: that 
thou maiſt cõ maunde wittely that is lawful 
|  Ffo2the infiramentofthe tongue is llipper + 
mutable, and b2ingeth the greateſt daunger 
thoſe whiche be negligent, Jf foꝛſoth thou 
makeſt godly vnderſtandyng the cheefc rus 
ler as muſicke to it. A ſwete ſonge of Vers 
tue perfect in melodpe wyll be vttered. 
55 It is expedient fo2 a Pꝛince to be tharps 
and wittte in all thynges, but moſte aboute 
the iudgementes of hard matters: to ſhewe 
hymſelte very ſlo we to anger, becauſe vtter⸗ 
ly to be vopdeof anger is deſpiſed, Let him 
be angrie in meaſure, and not be angrie. Te 
ns... 
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An expoſition 


one kozſoth that he may rep1eite the confes 
deracies of the wycked, and the othe2 that hs 
mape ſcarche out the cauſe of good men. 
5s TUnderſtandpnge circumſpcalpe in the 
perfect councel place ofthy hart the maners 
of thoſe whiche be in company wyth thee, 
that thou maye knowe perfectly both thoſe 
woche in laue reuerence thee, + theſe which 
by craic flatier thee, Foꝛ many fcigne theim 
lelkes do bearc 300d wyll whiche hurte very 
| muche tzale whiche belevc theim, 
7 Ahen thou heareft a communication 
; h ible to gelpe and profite,recepue it:not on 
I with hearinge, but alſo in dede pꝛacite it, 
Foꝛ ſo the dominton of the Gmperour is ſet 
Fart) ans beautifped , when epther he ſeeth 
hy enſclẽc the tqynges that by neceſſarie, 02 | 
f doeth no wapes deſpiſe that is wel inuented | | 
"1 and found bpanotger: but learneth truelye | 
1 wythaut ſyamfaltnes,and executeth in deve 8 
1 that he hath learned wpthout pzolongyng; 
58 ACattell verelpe foztikied wyth inuin⸗ 
tible walles deſpiſeth the ennemies, that be⸗ 
ſieged the ſame: So thy govly Empire wal⸗ 
led wpth mercpe and compaſſion towardes 
0 tae pooze, and foꝛtificd wyth Towers of 
22pers, is made vnpꝛeignable to the wea⸗ 
pons ol the ennempes: ſettynge vp — 
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theim kamous tokens of victozſe, I 
59 Uſe as behoneth this kyngdome why 
that a lather may be made to thee of the glo 
ry aboue ; foꝛ they that gonerne this kyng⸗ 
dome wel, be judged after this,wozthy or tis 
other. Thep fozſoth gouerne this kyngdome 
well, whiche ſhew to the ſubiectes a fatherly 
loue, retepuynge againc from thepm fears 
due toa Pꝛince, rep2eſſyng ſo wyth thzeat⸗ 
nynges the vices, neuer koꝛſeinge theym to 
the expertence of puniſhement. 

62 Apparel that cannot be olde, is as gar- 
ment of well doinge, and a robe vncozrupti⸗ 
ble is the lone towardes the pooꝛe. He ther- 


koꝛe whiche wyll reigne godly, muſt garniſh 


beautiſully his ſoule wpth ſuche garmentes. 
oz he that is clothed wyth a purple veſture 
of loue towardes the pooze, he is alſo thought 
wo2thy of a beauenly kyngdome, 


6 Seynge thou haſt recepued of God the 


Einperiall ſcepter , conſider howe thou 


- ſhalt pleaſe hym whyche hath geuen it to 
thee. And as thou arte honoꝛed of hym be- - 


fo2e all others, make halt to honoꝛ hym a- 


boue all others. This is iudged the greatelt 


honoꝛ, if thou regardeſt thepm whbiche he 
hath made, as thy ſelfe , and be liberall to 
theym, as thy Duette is, 
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An Expoſition. 


6: Euerys man whiche deſireth health, 


ought to haue reconrce to the helpe whiche 
cometh fcom abaue:but ſpecially the Empe⸗ 


ro; befoze all other, as careful fo2 all. Foz he 


beinge defended by God, Doth aſwell ouer- 


tome ſtoutelp his ennempes, as diligentlye 


ſalfegarde his @ublectes, 


63 God verelp hath neede or nothyng. The 


Emperoꝛ haty neede only of God: Followe 
hym therfoze that hath ng neede, and be libe- 
ral to thoſe whiche aſke thee mercie , not 
recknynge ſtraptip the charges of thy houſe⸗ 
holde, but grauntyng the petitions of all to 
the helpe ol their liuinge. Foz muche better 
it is fo; to haue mercie of the vnwoꝛthp foz 
the wozthy ſake , then to dekcaude the woz- 


thy of that they deſerued , foz the falt of the 


bnwo2thy, 
64 When thou aſkelt fozgeuenes of thy 


thee: foꝛ God fo2geneth theim that foꝛgeue, 
and fo; the reconcilynge and peace makyng 
wyth thy nepghbours and compagnions in 


ſeerulte, the familtaritie and peace ot God is 


rendzed vnto tyee, 
65 APWaincethat ſkadieth toreigne wyth- 
gut blame and falt, muſt beware of defama 


himielf 


offences , foꝛgeue alſo thoſe wyiche offende | 


tion that cometb eee t be aſhamed 


| hymſelte to ſynne befoze others, that be map 
abſtapne to doe amiſſe openly. Fo2 the ad⸗ 
uoidynge ol euel example geuyng to others. 


deſeruypnge puniſhment, but certenly the ok⸗ 


thynges wbyche he gathereth in the wozlde: 


of ee 


And he mult be refrapned of hym ſclfe toof- 
fende in pꝛiuat places. Foz if the Subieces 
appeare woꝛthp of reuerente in hauing feare 
to offende, muche moꝛe is the kynge tudged = 
woꝛthy the ſame reuerente, beyng a tamed 

to doamiſſe, « | 
66 Jaffirme and truely ſaye that the falts 
ofa pꝛiuat perſon is to doe encll and thinges 


fence ofa Pꝛinte is, to doe thoſe thinges that 
be not honeſt and pꝛofitable fo2 the publique 
Weale : fo2 the abſteining from euel thin⸗ 
ges, doth not ſuſtifie the mightie, but the do⸗ 
inge of good wozkes crouned ſuch one. Ther 
foze let not onlpe a man thyncke to abſtapne 


from euell, but alſo let hym Cudie to cm- 
b:ace (uſtice, 


67 Death feareth not the b:ightnes and 


glozte of the ſtate of Pobilitie, fo he caſteth 


violentlpe vppon all his deuvourpnge teeth: 


Lherfozelct vs tarie hence the abundance of 
our goodes into heauen, befoze his cominge 
that can not be eſchewed. Foz no man de⸗ 
partynge thyther caricth wyth hym thoſe 
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. Expoſition 


but leuynge all the earth geueth naked acs 

compt RSS | 

63 The Cmperonr fs verelp loꝛd ok all, he 

is truely wyth al the ſeruaunt of God, Then 4 

terteinly chali he be moſt of all called,Lozde, 

when he is BaiTer ot himſelke, and ſerneth 
not his vnla wfull pleaſures: but takpng to 
helpe his godly reaſon inuincible, and E m⸗ 
— pact: of v2uttihe and beaftly affection, ſhall 
__ booth the armour df chaſtitte oyercome his 
vntamed and wilde luſtes, 
63 As tie ſhadowes fallowe the bodpes, ſo 
ſinnes kollowe tie ſoules: and ſhew wyth a 
liuely pmage the dolnges: therkoꝛe we can 
not deny in ſudgement, foxencrp mans do⸗ 
pages ſh elbe wytnes againite hymſelke, 
| wythout ſpeakyng a woꝛde, but appearyng | 
- _ plainlyinſuche ſ32te ag we did thepm. 

Ez 70 The ſhoꝛte eſtate of this pꝛeſent lyfe is 
like the pallpnge ok a ſhip thꝛough the Sea, 
decepuing vs her Partaers, d2awpnge her 

courſe by litle an litle,ſhe bungeth echeone | 
to his ioꝛneps ende. Conſideryng theſe thin⸗ 

ges be ſo, let vs ouerpaſſe the ſlipperte trak⸗ 
ficke and troubles of this woꝛld, and runne 
LY” to thoſe thynges which remapne fo2 euer. 
1 Uct not the pꝛoude and diſoaineful man 
Tealt himſelte like a high honed bull, but let 
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bym eonfider the ſubſtaunce of his fleſhe 0 
and repꝛeſſe the wellyng of his bart: oꝛ al⸗/, 
beit he is made Pzince of the carth. tt let 


hym not koꝛget that he is made of carth, 
when he afccndeth from duſt to the place of 
eſtate ;and aſtzr wythin a ſhozte time, dil⸗ 
cendcth into duſt againe, 


272 Studie alwapes muincible Cmperour, 


and as they that begynne to go vp a lather, 
ſtynte not in vp going, till they come to the 
higheſt grice oz ronge: So ſticke thou con- 
tinuallp in the vp going of vertuous and hos 
neſte thynges , fo2 in ſa doing, thou mays 


baue the fruition of the kingdome of geaneng 


whiche to thee and to thy wpfe , God 
graunt , that Chꝛyſte geue, the 
UAynge of the kynges, and 
Sublctes in kyngcs 
domes, world with 
out ende. 
Amen. 
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